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The Mystery at the Birdfeeder is the first book in a proposed five-part series by author Wayne Brillhart. It is a fun book of birds for all ages. It is called a “photographic adventure” because Purdy, an English Setter, sets out to find the mysterious creature that knocked the birdfeeder to the ground and ate all the birdseed. In addition, the book is all photographs to bring more reality to the series.   In the second book, The Deer with the Purple Nose, Purdy is joined by her big brother Rusty as they try to find out how the deer got a purple nose. Again they ask the birds for help. All of the books in the series are designed to be fun but at the same time teach children about birds. There are subtle life lessons that can be learned such as honesty and taking ownership. Three more books are in the planning/writing stages for 2012/2013 launches. Each book will be full of delightful surprises.

Reviews

    "I absolutely loved the book and so did many of our attendees to this winter's book fair at our building. Be sure to check out the index of birds photographed in the back of the book. Educational and fun, all in one! Also, great for anyone of any age. " 
A.F. Book Review in Tri-County Times
    "Although it is meant to be a children’s book, it promises to delight people of all ages with its natural, lifelike photographs, which makes the reader feel he or she can reach out and touch the creatures on the pages." 
Jan Rynearson, Reporter in Tri-County Times

 “This book is a truly a photographic adventure of nature with a light-hearted story and surprise ending,” says A. Fawley. But the book has many surprises packed into its 60 pages – and beyond. “Be sure to read "Where the Book Came From" in the back of it,” says Fawley, “and view the "Cast of Birds" where the author provides a photo and description of each bird starring in the book . . . educational and beautiful.”

Richard Weaver

Rochester Hills Examiner
Back Story
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This pair of English Setter pups was picked up outside of a veterinarian technician’s house in Holly, Michigan where they had been thrown out of a car. They were taken to Last Chance Rescue where they were boarded for 2 weeks. Rusty is a liver and white male while his smaller sister Purdy is black and white. During this time they were given their puppy shots and were spayed (Purdy) and neutered (Rusty). They were also given a lot of love and attention. Their picture was discovered on the Last Chance Rescue Website. When I (author’s wife) called they would not separate the dogs because Purdy was so traumatized that she stuck like glue to Rusty. We agreed to see the puppies and discuss adoption. 

Rusty was immediately friendly, and wanted to be petted and if possible get on my lap. Purdy was very standoffish, but stayed close to Rusty. It was very evident that she was very traumatized and would take time and patience to become a loving pet. We agreed to move ahead with the adoption. Three days after the puppies moved in, they had torn up 2 couches and displayed their disdain for being house broken. This began the long road to house breaking and gently training two older puppies with great amounts of love and affection. They couldn’t even really be hollered at because they would hide in fear. Three years later, I now have 2 loving happy dogs who will give my husband and me a great deal of pleasure for years to come. They were worth every bit of the effort we had to put out to bring them to the point where they are not only comfortable, but they think they are in heaven. P. B. (author's wife)

Next came the day when the birdfeeder was on the ground and the author had a picture of the culprit with her tongue in the birdfeeder. Purdy loves to be outside and watch everything going on from the top of her dog house. After a winter of photographing the birds a story line was needed. It was natural that with her ever watchful eye that Purdy evolved as the heroine of the story "talking to the birds" to learn who the culprit was. Of course it is only natural that Rusty and Purdy work with the birds to solve their mysteries. After all, English Setters are 'bird dogs'. :-) 


Then came the photograph of the deer with what looked like a purple nose! This story is targeted for printing in 2012. Rusty will join with Purdy to solve the Mystery of how the deer got the purple nose.

Suggested Questions for Media


Introducing the Author


About the Author:

1.) What is the book about?

2.) How did you happen to write the book?

3.) What is your experience with photography?
About the CAMIL Methodology:

1.) What is your background in education?
2.) What is the CAMIL approach to learning?
3.) What does the CAMIL approach to learning have to do with The Mystery at the Birdfeeder?
4.) Do you have other books planned in the series?
5.) What do teachers like about The Mystery at the Birdfeeder?
About the Environment:
1.) Why do you believe that carbon dioxide is not harmful?

2.) Then why are so many prominent people wanting less carbon dioxide emissions?

3.) How does your book relate to the environment?
4.) What is the value of your book for children?
Hartland, MI- Wan Lee Publishing has announced author Wayne Brillhart is available to give presentations based on birds, nature (environment), his book, The Mystery at the Birdfeeder and his CAMIL approach to learning. Wan Lee Publishing is also recommending the book to schools and Universities interested in using it as a supplemental teaching tool. One Director of Student Teaching stated that it was “the perfect book for student teachers to use for a demonstration lesson in the (elementary) classroom”.  
“One third-grade teacher who used the book in her class during the 2010 Great Backyard Bird Count wrote in her review on Amazon.com that it was ‘just what we needed’,” Brillhart said.

According to Brillhart, The Mystery at the Birdfeeder is a photographic adventure to find the mysterious creature that knocked the birdfeeder to the ground and ate the birdseed.

“The story centers around Purdy, an English Setter, who tries, along with Carl the Cardinal, to solve the mystery,” Brillhart said.

As a former educator, Brillhart also uses the book as a platform for his CAMIL approach to education.

“Curiosity leads to Attention which stimulates Motivation which brings about Involvement and that ultimately leads to Learning.  That’s CAMIL,” Brillhart said.

In preparation for the 2011 Great Backyard Bird Count, schools are encouraged to place orders early.  For bulk orders please contact Wan Lee Publishing at orders@wanleepublishing.com.  Discounts are available for multiple copy orders.

For more information about Wayne Brillhart and The Mystery at the Birdfeeder, please visit www.wanleepublishing.com or www. thebirdbooks.com.

###

�





Wayne L. Brillhart, author of The Mystery at the Bird-feeder, is a graduate of the University of Michigan.  Upon graduation he assumed a position teaching with the Los Angeles Unified School District.  During this time he also developed a love of photography and began pursuing it as an interest.  His photographs run the spectrum from sunsets over the Pacific Ocean to the majestic peaks of the Himalaya Mountains of Tibet to birds in his backyard. That changed everything. Photographs of the deer with her tongue in the birdfeeder followed by the empty birdfeeder on the ground set the stage for a winter of ‘shooting’ the birds to come up with The Mystery at the Birdfeeder. Then a deer showed up with a purple nose and thus began the second book in the series, The Deer with the Purple Nose. He is able to speak from an educators point of view as well as a scientific background with masters degrees in both education and science.





While preparing a speech for the Michigan Association for Media in Education (MAME) Brillhart developed his CAMIL learning methodology: Curiosity promotes Attention which leads to Motivation which leads to Involvement which results in Learning.  The Purdy and Rusty book series incorporates all components of CAMIL.  





Contact:  Wayne Brillhart 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wayne@wanleepublishing.com" �wayne@wanleepublishing.com�


248-408-7103





Contact:  Wayne Brillhart 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wayne@wanleepublishing.com" �wayne@wanleepublishing.com�


248-408-7103





Contact:  Wayne Brillhart 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wayne@wanleepublishing.com" �wayne@wanleepublishing.com�


248-408-7103





Contact:  Wayne Brillhart 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wayne@wanleepublishing.com" �wayne@wanleepublishing.com�


248-408-7103








PAGE  
3

